Topics in Economics of Education

Description

Today it is widely recognized that education is enormously important to economic success in our
modern knowledge-based world, not only for individuals, but for nations. Governments actively
promote economic growth through large investments in education and training and substantial research
has gone into identifying determinants of educational achievement which can be controlled by policy.
However, there still exists a large uncertainty about whether specific education policies indeed
promote the development of skills.

The aim of the seminar is to familiarize students with recent insights from the Economic literature on
the effectiveness of various policy levers. Topics to be covered include class-size, teacher quality,
teaching practices, e-learning, grade retention, performance incentives, accountability systems, central
exams, school choice and competition, educational tracking, early childhood education and adult
education programs.

Prerequisites

Econometrics | (required), Applied Econometrics (desirable)

Schedule

The seminar will take place as a block seminar on June 27 and June 28, 2014.

Assessment

For B.Sc. Economics students: presentation of the outline in class and bachelor thesis in the
following semester. Students of other programs: completed seminar paper at the time of the
seminar.

Topics and Introductory Literature
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Achievement. Econometrica 73 (2): 417-458.

Jacob, Brian A, Lars Lefgren (2008). Can Principals Identify Effective Teachers? Evidence on
Subjective Performance Evaluation in Education. Journal of Labor Economics 26 (1): 101-136.

Rothstein, Jesse (2010). Teacher Quality in Educational Production: Tracking, Decay, and Student
Achievement. Quarterly Journal of Economics 125 (1): 175-214.

3. Teaching Practices

Kane, Thomas J., Eric S. Taylor, John H. Tyler, Amy L. Wooten (2011). Identifying Effective
Classroom Practices Using Student Achievement Data. Journal of Human Resources 46 (3):587-613.
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Working Paper No. 16885.
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Angrist, Joshua, Viktor Lavy (2002). New Evidence on Classroom Computers and Pupil Learning.
The Economic Journal 112(482): 735-765.
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Journal 122(561): 727-753.
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5. Performance Incentives

Fryer, Roland (2012). Financial Incentives and Student Achievement: Evidence from Randomized
Trials. Quarterly Journal of Economics 126(4): 1755-1798.

Woessmann, Ludger (2011). Cross-country Evidence on Teacher Performance Pay. Economics of
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Students’ Achievement: Evidence from a Randomized Experiment. Journal of the European
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6. Grade Retention

Jacob, Brian, A., Lars. Lefgren (2009). The Effect of Grade Retention on High School Completion.
American Economic Journal: Applied Economics 1 (3): 33-58.
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Schwerdt, Guido, Martin R. West (2013). The Effects of Test-based Retention on Student Outcomes
over Time: Regression Discontinuity Evidence from Florida. CESifo Working Paper 4203, CESifo
Group Munich.

7. School-focused Accountability Systems

Chiang, Hanley (2009). How accountability pressure on failing schools affects student
achievement. Journal of Public Economics 93 (9): 1045--1057.

Jacob, Brian A. (2005). Accountability, Incentives and Behavior: The Impact of High-stakes Testing
in the Chicago Public Schools. Journal of Public Economics 89 (5-6): 761-796.
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8. Central Exams

Jurges, Hendrik, Kerstin Schneider, Felix Blchel (2005). The Effect of Central Exit Examinations on
Student Achievement: Quasi-Experimental Evidence from TIMSS Germany. Journal of the European
Economic Association 3 (5): 1134-1155.
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Production. Education Economics 12 (1): 17-38.
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market outcomes. European Journal of Political Economy 31 (C): 93-108.

9. School Choice and School Competition

Abdulkadiroglu, Atila, Joshua Angrist, Susan Dynarski, Thomas J. Kane, Parag Pathak (2011).
Accountability and Flexibility in Public Schools: Evidence from Boston’s Charters and Pilots.
Quarterly Journal of Economics 126 (2): 699-748.
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Economic Review 96 (3): 847-862.
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Countries. Economic Journal 120 (546): F229-F255.

10. Educational Tracking

Hanushek, Eric A., Ludger Woessmann (2006). Does Early Tracking Affect Educational Inequality
and Performance? Differences-in-Differences Evidence across Countries. Economic Journal 116
(510): C63-C76.
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11. Early Childhood Education Programs

Ludwig, Jens, Douglas L. Miller (2007). Does Head Start Improve Children’s Life Chances? Evidence
from a Regression Discontinuity Design. Quarterly Journal of Economics 122 (1): 159-208.
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12. Training and Adult Education

Card, David, Jochen Kluve, Andrea Weber (2010). Active labor market policy evaluations: a
metaanalysis. Economic Journal 120 (548): F452—-F477.
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