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Introduction

In the field of vocational education and training (VET) quality has become one of
the most relevant issues. Besides regulation patterns, curricula that fit the demand
by labour markets and reliable and efficient organisations for the delivery of VET,
one crucial ,input variable® is the professionalisation of teachers working in the
field of VET.

For the quality of teacher training the mode in which teachers are trained has
become more and more complex since teachers need to be experts in their
vocational field, pedagogical and didactical experts who know how to teach
effectively and they also need to know what young people to be trained expect
when they start their career.

The project ITE-VET addresses these issues and wants to contribute to establishing
a profound didactical understanding and underpinning of VET teacher programmes
in the Ukrainian universities taking part in the project.

The project aims at newly created or revised curricula for VET teacher courses
taking account of modern didactics, the importance of pedagogy in general,
and also internship regulations that ensure that future teachers also can gain
practical experience in schools and companies before they start their career.
Hereby, the involvement and commitment of vocational schools/colleges and
companies will be a crucial objective of the project.



Main Objectives

1. Identification of structures and problems of the Ukrainian vocational education
system, particularly of the teacher education system for VET by looking at
structural issues and curricular regulations in comparison to those of the
participating EU countries.

2. Developing innovative course structures and didactical innovations in order
to implement them at our Ukrainian partner universities.

3. Implementing new forms of cooperation between universities and schools,
colleges and institutions representing the employment sector and exploring
new ways and fields of acquiring very early professional experience for the

future teachers.

Results (based on main objectives 1 - 3)

1. Results of our needs analysis:

In general, Ukraine suffers from a low employability of university graduates and
avery large skills gap. Education as an academic discipline is quite theoretical,
oriented towards general education and without extensive application-orientation.
Also, the teacher profession is not a prestigious one throughout Ukrainian society.
As regards VET teacher training, students have to complete courses in humanitarian
and socio-economic disciplines, mathematical and natural-science disciplines and
vocational disciplines including practical training. Internships in schools and
companies only comprise 5 % of the whole study programme on average. Given
the fact that in Ukraine there is no traineeship in teaching practice and in business
practice after graduation from university, this is a very small share. Both with
respect to the existing legislation and the study programmes of VET teacher training
there is a lack of clear descriptions and regulations for vocational teacher education
and of a coherent underlying concept. In general, vocational teacher education is
an underdeveloped part of the Ukrainian higher education system.

Against this background there is a need for developing new study plans or revisions
of existing study plans respectively in a way that a coherent underlying concept
responding to the specific nature of VET and the VET teacher profession becomes
evident and learning outcomes are defined. The objective is to raise the number of
credits of internships in companies and vocational schools and to define the
requirements for a successful realization of these practice based components
within study programmes. Also, there is the expectation that the new VET teacher
study programmes bear the promise of becoming an attractive professional
pathway for school leavers.



2. & 3. The Ukrainian partner universities
developed study plans and new courses:

IFNUL:

— New specialty “Special Education” which aims at the training of employment
tutors for students with special needs, including different kinds of internships
with a defined duration

— Update of the content of the normative course “Pedagogy” for Bachelor degree
students of faculties involved in teacher education by adding vocational pedagogy

— Implementing a more student-centered university didactics approach of
teaching in teacher education courses

— Defining learning outcomes

KNEU:

— Revision of study plan of VET teacher specialization: raising the amount of credits
of internships and establishing formal requirements, implementing new training
courses focused on the formation of professional and personal competences

— Implementation of new specialization “Economic and Business Education” with
a dual qualification (VET teacher as well as trainer in companies)

— Defining learning outcomes based on results of an employers’ survey

PNU:

— Implementation of new specialty for VET teachers including internships in
vocational schools with a defined duration and fixing formal requirements for
internships

— Defining learning outcomes

Key Facts

Kind of project
Erasmus+ (Key Action 2: Capacity Building in the field of higher education)

Content

Improving teacher education for applied learning in the field of vocational education
and training in Ukraine by helping training institutions to build up innovative course
structures and establish fruitful links to the employment sector

Consortium

Ukrainian partners:
— Vadym Hetman Kyiv National Economic University, Kiev
— Vasyl Stefanyk Prycarpathian National University, lvano-Frankivsk
— Ivan Franko National University of Lviv, Lviv
— Institute of Vocational Education and Training of the
National Academy of Pedagogical Science, Kiev
— Institute of Professional Qualifications, Kiev

EU partners:

— University of Konstanz (coordinator), Konstanz

— Vienna University of Economics and Business, Vienna
— University of Valencia, Valencia

Duration
15 October 2016 — 14 October 2018

Contact project coordinator
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Prof. Dr. Dr. h.c. Thomas Deissinger

University of Konstanz
thomas.deissinger@uni-konstanz.de

Contact national coordinator Ukraine

Prof. Dr. Svitlana Tsymbaliuk
Vadym Hetman Kyiv National
Economic University, Kiev
cymso@ukr.net




Links

Project website:
— wiwi.uni.kn/ite-vet

Structured report of needs analysis:
— wiwi.uni-konstanz.de/deissinger/forschung/forschungsprojekte/

erasmus-project-ite-vet/results-of-the-project

Websites of departments of institutions involved in the project:
— wiwi.uni-konstanz.de/deissinger

- wu.ac.at/wipaed/institute
— uv.es/uvweb/teaching-scholastic-organization-department/en/didactic-

school-organization-department-1285857427818.html
— kneu.edu.ua/ua/departments/fupstap

— kmim.pu.if.ua
— pedagogy.Inu.edu.ua/departments/pedagogika/indexen.htm

— ivet-ua.science

- ipq.org.ua
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